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CURRICULUM POLICY 

 
Responsibility for the effective implementation of this policy lies with the Headmaster who delegates 

to the Director of Studies and the Director of Teaching and Learning. Heads of Department, 

Housemasters and individual subject teachers also have a key role to play, as do the pupils themselves. 

The policy is supported by schemes of work developed by individual departments, summaries of 

which can be found on the School‟s website. The Curriculum is kept under scrutiny by a School 

Committee under the chairmanship of the Headmaster. It conforms to the Tonbridge Curriculum 

Aims document (appended). 

 

The School operates a 36 40-minute period week. Thus all pupils of compulsory school age are in 

lessons for 24 hours per week. In addition, the pupils have, on average, about six hours of sport per 

week, over a school year of 190 days. 

 

Skill areas developed 

 

For boys in years 9 to 11, the curriculum contains compulsory subjects which between them provide 

experience in the following key areas: 

 

Linguistic: English (language and literature), at least one modern foreign language, Latin 
(and Greek for some) is studied compulsorily in year 9 and optionally 

thereafter to GCSE; 
 

Mathematical:  Mathematics and science; 
 

Scientific:  Sciences (taught as separate physics, chemistry and biology); 
 

Technological:  All boys in year 9 follow a course in this area and some continue to GCSE. 

All boys follow a course in ICT and most attain the ECDL qualification; 
 

Human & Social:  All boys study history, geography, Divinity, PSHE in year 9. Many continue 

with at least one of these to GCSE. The PSHE course is continued by all 

boys during year 10 which becomes a course called Seminar in year 11; 
 

Physical:  All boys have timetabled PE in years 9 and 10. Although this ceases in year 

11, all boys participate in one or more of the wide range of sporting and 

other physical activities on offer within the extensive Games programme; 
 

Aesthetic and Creative: All boys in year 9 have courses in music, drama, art with some creative 

writing in English. Many continue with at least one of these to GCSE. For 

those that don‟t, there is a wide range of cultural activities and events to 

attend – participation is monitored via the Tonbridge Passport scheme. 

About half of the boys learn a musical instrument, many taking it to a very 

high standard. 
 

Spiritual: All boys have lessons in Divinity during their first two years and boys in all 

years attend regular Chapel Services, which together provide a major way 

of developing human and social education and promoting spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development. 

 

It should be emphasized that many of the subjects listed above help to develop more than the key 

area of experience to which they have been attached. So for instance, linguistic skills are developed in 

almost all subjects and not just English and Modern Languages. 
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In year 9 (Novi) the following subjects are studied, the numbers in brackets show the allotted 

40-minute periods per fortnight, out of the 72 ppf available. The curriculum is designed to expose 

pupils to all the possible GCSE subjects at a “Tonbridge level” before they make their choices for 

GCSE. 

 

English (8) First Modern Language (6) Mathematics (8) Art (3) 

History (3) Second Modern Language (6) Physics (5) Drama (2) 

Geography (3) Languages chosen from French Chemistry (5) Music (2) 

Divinity (3) German, Spanish & Mandarin Biology (5) Technology (3) 

 Latin (and Greek for some) (6) PE (2) ICT (3) 

 

In years 10 and 11, all boys have a full timetable of 72 periods per fortnight in which subjects falling 

into three categories are studied. A mixture of GCSEs and IGCSEs are studies; in the list below those 

subjects taken at IGCSE are indicated (I). 

 

Compulsory examination subjects: English & English Literature (I) (8), Maths (I) (8), Science (I) (18) 

taught as Physics, Chemistry and Biology with just under half the 

year taking “Double Award Science”; a Modern Foreign 

Language (I) (8) chosen from French (I), German (I), Spanish (I) 

or Mandarin as a continuation from year 9 study. 

 

Optional examination  subjects:  three subjects each allotted 8 ppf from the following list:                                         

a second Modern Language (I), Latin (plus Greek for some, 

taken as a separate GCSE within the one option), History (I), 

Geography (I), Religious Studies, Art, Design Technology, 

Drama, Music.                     

  

No restrictions, apart from the practicalities of timetabling, are 

placed on which combination of subjects can be selected. 

 

Non-examined compulsory subjects: Divinity (2) (this includes study of ethical issues, plus an 
introduction to “mindfulness” and to critical thinking), ICT (1), 

PSHE (1) and PE (2). In year 10, Divinity, PSHE and PE are 

replaced with “Seminar” (a programme of lectures and debates 

on ethical and social issues). 

 

In the Sixth Form, subject to the practicalities of timetabling, boys can choose sensible combinations 

of any four of the following 24 subjects, each of which is allocated 15 ppf in the Lower Sixth rising to 

16 ppf in the Upper Sixth: 

 

Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisation, English, French, German, Spanish, Mandarin, History, Geography, 

Religious Studies, Business Studies, Economics, Government and Politics, Mathematics. Further 

Mathematics (boys selecting this have to take Maths with it), Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Music, Art, 

Design Technology, Theatre Studies, and Physical Education. 

 

In addition, all Lower Sixth pupils follow a non-examined Seminar course which continues the 

programme commenced in year 11. 
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Appropriateness 

 

At each level the School seeks to ensure that the subject matter is appropriate for the ages and 

aptitudes of the pupils. Opportunities exist to acquire and develop skills in speaking and listening 

(most obviously in modern languages, at least one of which is compulsory to GCSE), literacy (most 

obviously in English) and numeracy (most obviously in mathematics and the sciences). The principal 

language of instruction is English except in some Modern Language lessons where the target language 

is used as appropriate. 

 

The curriculum requires the majority of boys to take GCSE or IGCSE in between nine and eleven 

subjects. About a third of the boys in each of mathematics, French and Latin take their (I)GCSE a year 

early. Sixth form boys typically take ASs in four subjects at the end of year 12. Between 55% and 80% 

continue with all four subjects to A2 in year 13, with the remainder taking 3 subjects. 

 

All pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress through the ways in which tasks are 

matched to the needs of the individual. Where possible and appropriate, setting by ability in certain 

subjects aids the provision of subject matter at a suitable pace. The School is further developing an 

Extension and Enrichment programme appropriately to stretch and challenge boys. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

 

The School has yet to have a pupil with a formal statement. However, there are some pupils with 

diagnosed dyslexia, dyspraxia and similar conditions: such boys are made known to staff, who follow 

suggestions from the Learning Support Department for best practice, as far as practicable. Details of 

our policy in this area can be found via this link. 

 

Personal, Social and Health Education 

 

A programme of PSHE, which reflects the School‟s aims and ethos, is studied. Details of this 

programme can be found in a separate document on the website. 

 
Preparation for the future 

 

Virtually all the pupils enter the Sixth Form and thence to university. The School employs a dedicated 

Careers and UCAS adviser who offers a structured programme of advice both corporately and 

individually to boys at appropriate points during their time at the School. 

 

Opportunities for leadership, via the School and House Praeposter system, CCF, leading co-curricular 

activities, for instance, are available. 

 

Pupils are prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life via the 

PSHE/Seminar programme, an extensive careers programme, participation in work experience, the 

development of “soft skills” (such as team-work, independent research skills, presentational skills, and 

problem solving, for instance), community work, various School committees on which boys serve, and 

an encouragement to participate in work experience and in cultural and sporting activities. Less 

tangibly, the whole culture of the School from Chapel to House Lunches, from leadership roles for 

boys to an encouragement to widen horizons via overseas trips, to mention just four examples, is 

intended to assist preparing boys for a fulfilling adult life. 

 

  

http://www.tonbridge-school.co.uk/media/assets_library/file/2010/09/20/SEN_and_Learning_Difficulties.pdf
http://www.tonbridge-school.co.uk/media/assets_library/file/2010/07/14/PSHE.pdf
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THE TONBRIDGE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

 

Principal Aims 

 

Curricular aims are underpinned by the following School mission statement: 

 

Tonbridge School aims to provide a caring and enlightened environment in which the 

talents of each individual flourish. We encourage boys to be creative, tolerant and to 

strive for academic, sporting and cultural excellence. Respect for tradition and an 

openness to innovation are equally valued. A well-established House system at the heart 

of the School fosters a strong sense of belonging. Tonbridge seeks to celebrate its 

distinctive mixture of boarders and day boys; this helps to create a unique broadening 

and deepening of opportunity. We want boys to enjoy their time here, but also to be 

made aware of their social and moral responsibilities. Tonbridgians should enter into the 

adult world with the knowledge and self-belief to fulfil their own potential and, in many 

cases, to become leaders in their chosen field.  Equally, we hope to foster a life-long 

empathy for the needs and views of others: in the words of the great novelist and Old 

Tonbridgian, E.M. Forster: ‘Only Connect’. 

 

What ? 

 

 encourage intellectual curiosity, an openness to new ideas and viewpoints  

 foster self-motivation and self-discipline and an awareness of the skills needed for independent 

learning 

 foster an enjoyment of  learning for its own sake, creativity, an ability to „think outside the 

box‟, to read, research and apply learning beyond discrete academic areas 

 allow opportunities for boys to achieve the grades in public examinations commensurate with 

their perceived ability and thus to enable access to the university course, training and career of 

their choice 

 encourage effective and confident written and oral communication, including an ability to work 

collaboratively and, as appropriate, to present an argument persuasively and to write with 

accuracy and flair  

 encourage the development of study skills, effective time management and  appropriate 
revision strategies 

 give opportunities to demonstrate the importance of physical fitness and mental well-being 

 foster an awareness of the importance of spirituality and reflection  

 encourage boys to be aware of their responsibilities as well as their individual needs and 

wishes   

 encourage consideration for others, an understanding, respect and empathy for the lives and 
experiences of people with different belief systems and cultural backgrounds  

 

How ? 

 seek collectively to inspire students with a passion for learning within and beyond subject 
disciplines, acting as mentors and role models  

 put in place and review a curriculum that offers rigour as well as a broad subject choice, which 

pays regard to the range of abilities and needs of students, and a careful consideration of non-

examined elements 

 plan lessons, set work and provide a wide variety of valid, challenging and stimulating learning 
experiences  
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 have high teaching expectations ; reviewing performances within and across departments, 

supporting colleagues, as appropriate, via mentoring and observation to ensure good standards 

of  teaching, using a variety of approaches 

 undertake individual continuing professional development to invigorate teaching and learning  

 be sensitive to individual needs and learning styles, providing appropriate academic challenges 
and support  

 encourage students to take control of their own learning and provide opportunities for them 

to present their ideas, debate or give performances to others, including their peers 

 seek to ascertain and incorporate the views of students on a broad range of aspects of school 
life  

 encourage, and make feasible, collaborative endeavours, both academically and in other areas 

of school life (music, drama and sport, for example) 

 encourage and provide a wide variety of concerts, exhibitions, plays, films, readings and other 
performances (to include talks by, and meetings with, outside speakers; university-style 

seminars and lectures) 

 encourage and provide a wide range of physical and sporting challenges, including 

opportunities for exploration and adventure 

 allow students adequate time and opportunities for reflection on issues beyond immediate 
school concerns and to offer service to others   

 

 

 

 


