
BAINBRIDGE, Beryl  The Birthday Boys          1 
 
 
 
A fictional account of Captain Robert Scott's 1910 expedition to Antarctica told from the 
perspectives of five men on the voyage: Scott; Petty Officer Taff Evans; ship's medic Dr Edward 
Wilson; Lieutenant Henry Bowers; and Captain Lawrence Oates.  

BLACKMAN, Malorie  Noughts and Crosses       2 
 
 
Sephy and Callum have been best friends since childhood, and now they are older and they realise 
they want more from each other. But the harsh realities of lives lived in a segregated society are 
beginning to take their toll: Callum is a nought--a second-class citizen in a world dominated by the 
Crosses--and Sephy is a Cross, and the daughter of one of the most powerful men in the country. 
The barriers they would have to cross to be together at first seem little more than minor obstacles 
to the two idealistic teenagers, but soon those barriers threaten not only their friendship but their 
lives. 

Novi Reading List 
Recommended reading  

ADAMS, Douglas   The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy      2 
 

Arthur Dent, mild-mannered, out-to-lunch earth-ling, is plucked from his planet by his friend Ford 
Prefect just seconds before it was demolished to make way for a hyper-space bypass. 

ASIMOV, Isaac   Foundation series          4
  
 

The ostensible task of Foundation, a group of savants established by Seldon on the remote planet 
Terminus, is to compile the "Encyclopedia Galactica", a complete account of human knowledge 

1 = most accessible 5 = most challenging 

AUSTEN, Jane   Pride and Prejudice      4 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Bennet is the perfect Austen heroine: intelligent, generous, sensible, incapable of jealousy 
or any other major sin. That makes her sound like an insufferable goody-goody, but the truth is she's 
 a completely hip character who ,if provoked, is not above skewering her antagonist with a piece of 
her exceptionally sharp, yet always polite, 18th-century wit. The real point of the book though, the 
critical question which will keep you fixated throughout, is: will Elizabeth and Mr Darcy hook up? 



BRYSON, Bill   Notes from a Small Island      1 
 
 
Before leaving his much-loved home in North Yorkshire to return to America, Bryson insisted on 
taking one last trip around Britain, a sort of valedictory tour of the green and kindly island that had so 
long been his home. His aim was to take stock of modern-day Britain, and to analyze what he loved so 
much about a country that had produced Marmite, zebra crossings, and place names like Farleigh 
Wallop, Titsey, and Shellow Bowells. With wit and irreverence, Bill Bryson presents the ludicrous and 
the endearing in equal measure.  

DAHL, Roald   Boy           1 

Funny, irreverent and sometimes sad, here is the story of the early life of one of the world's best-loved 
authors. From the evocation of an enchanted boyhood spent in Wales and Norway to his unhappy 
experiences at an English public school, these sparkling memoirs are filled with wit, high spirits and 
more than a touch of the macabre. 

DICKENS, Charles   Oliver Twist        3 
 

The classic story of a young boy who seeks his fortune on the streets of London. After Oliver Twist 
asks nasty Mr Bumble for more food, he has to flee the workhouse for the streets of London. Here he 
meets the Artful Dodger, who leads him to Fagin and his gang of pickpockets. When a thieving mission 
goes wrong, Oliver narrowly avoids prison and finds himself in the care of kind Mr Brownlow. But 
Fagin and the brutal Bill Sikes go in search of the young orphan, determined to drag him back . . . 

De BERNIERES, Louis   Captain Corelli’s Mandolin     3 
 
Set in the early days of the second world war, Dr Iannis practices medicine on the island of 
Cephalonia, accompanied by his daughter, Pelagia, to whom he imparts much of his healing art. Even 
when the Italians do invade, life isn't so bad--at first anyway. The officer in command of the Italian 
garrison is the cultured Captain Antonio Corelli whose most precious possession is his mandolin. It 
isn't long before Corelli and Pelagia are involved in a heated affair--despite her engagement to a young 
fisherman, Mandras, who has gone off to join Greek partisans. Love is complicated enough in 
wartime, even when the lovers are on the same side.       

BRADBURY, Ray   Fahrenheit 451              1 
 
Guy Montag is a book-burning fireman undergoing a crisis of faith. His wife spends all day with her 
television "family", imploring Montag to work harder so that they can afford a fourth TV wall. Their 
dull, empty life sharply contrasts with that of his next-door neighbour Clarisse, a young girl thrilled 
by the ideas in books, and more interested in what she can see in the world around her.. When 
Clarisse disappears mysteriously, Montag is moved to make some changes, and starts hiding books in 
his home. Eventually, his wife turns him in, and he must answer the call to burn his secret cache of 
books.  

Boyne, John   The Boy in Striped Pyjamas      2 
 
Bruno is nine years old, and the Nazis’ horrific Final Solution to the ‘Jewish Problem’ means nothing 
to him. He's completely unaware of the barbarity of Germany under Hitler, and is more concerned by 
his move from his well-appointed house in Berlin to a far less salubrious area where he finds himself 
with nothing to do. Then he meets a boy called Shmuel who lives a very different life from him -- a 
life on the opposite side of a wire fence. And Shmuel is the eponymous boy in the striped pyjamas, as 
are all the other people on the other side of the fence. The friendship between the two boys begins to 
grow, but for Bruno it is a journey from blissful ignorance to a painful knowledge.  



HADDON, Mark   The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  1 
  
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder mystery novel like no other. The 
detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's, a form of 
autism. He knows a very great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He loves lists, 
patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and being touched. He has never gone 
further than the end of the road on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out 
on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside down. 

HARRIS, Robert    Pompeii       2 
 
 
Engineer Marcus Attilius, placed in charge of the massive aqueduct that services the teeming masses 
living in and around the Bay of Naples. Despite the pride he takes in his job, Marcus has pressing 
concerns: his predecessor in the job has mysteriously vanished, and another task is handed to Marcus 
by the scholar Pliny: he is to undertake crucial repairs to the aqueduct near Pompeii, the city in the 
shadow of the restless Mount Vesuvius. And as Marcus faces several problems--all life threatening--an 
event approaches that will make all his concerns seem petty. 

HARDY, Thomas    The Mayor of Casterbridge    5 

In a fit of drunken anger, Michael Henchard sells his wife and baby daughter for five guineas at a 
country fair. Over the course of the following years, he manages to establish himself as a respected and 
prosperous pillar of the community of Casterbridge, but behind his success there always lurk the 
shameful secret of his past and a personality prone to self-destructive pride and temper. Subtitled 'A 
Story of a Man of Character', Hardy's powerful and sympathetic study of the heroic but deeply flawed 
Henchard is also an intensely dramatic work, tragically played out against the vivid backdrop of a close-
knit Dorsetshire town.  

GOLDING, William  Lord of the Flies       2 
 
 
 
 
 
The story of a group of boys who, after a plane crash, set up a fragile community on a previously 
uninhabited island. As memories of home recede and the blood from frenzied pig-hunts arouses them, 
the boys' childish fear turns into something deeper and more primitive.  

DOYLE, Roddy   Paddy Clarke ha ha ha      4 
 
 
An Irish lad named Paddy rampages through the streets of Barrytown with a pack of like-minded 
hooligans, playing cowboys and Indians, etching their names in wet concrete and setting fires. Roddy 
Doyle has captured the sensations and speech patterns of preadolescents with consummate skill, and 
managed to do so without resorting to sentimentality. Paddy Clarke and his friends are not bad boys; 
they're just a little bit restless. They're always taking sides, bullying each other and secretly wishing 
they didn't have to. All they want is for something--anything--to happen.  

DOYLE, Sir A Conan  Sherlock Holmes       2
  
     

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes is the series of short stories that made the fortunes of the Strand 
magazine, in which they were first published, and won immense popularity for Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson. The detective is at the height of his powers and the volume is full of famous cases, including 
'The Red-Headed League', 'The Blue Carbuncle', and 'The Speckled Band'. Although Holmes gained a 
reputation for infallibility, Conan Doyle showed his own realism and feminism by having the great 
detective defeated by Irene Adler - the woman - in the very first story, 'A Scandal in Bohemia'. 



HOSSEINI, Khaled   The Kite Runner          3 
 
 
 
 
Narrated by Amir, a 40-year-old novelist living in California, The Kite Runner tells the gripping story 
of a boyhood friendship destroyed by jealousy, fear, and the kind of ruthless evil that transcends mere 
politics. Running parallel to this personal narrative of loss and redemption is the story of modern 
Afghanistan and of Amir's equally guilt-ridden relationship with the war-torn city of his birth. 

HOROWITZ, Anthony   Stormbreaker      1 
 
14-year-old Alex Rider, is a normal teenager and he never forgets this when he thrusts his young hero 
into the thick of several truly edge-of-seat scenarios.  Orphan Alex thought he knew his Uncle Ian 
Rider--until the elusive banker is killed in a tragic car accident. Immediately, Alex's life starts to get 
stranger by the day as his guardian's friends and colleagues start showing up and contradicting 
everything Alex thought he knew about the man he'd called Dad for so long. Maybe Ian Rider was not 
a banker after all? Surely the bullet holes in his Uncle's totalled car reveal that he had not died in an 
accident, but was murdered? 

HINES, Barry    A Kestrel for a Knave     2 
 
 
 
Life is tough and cheerless for Billy Casper, a disillusioned teenager growing up in a small Yorkshire 
mining town. Violence is commonplace and he is frequently cold and hungry. Yet he is determined to 
be a survivor and when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk he discovers a passion in life. Billy identifies with 
her proud silence and she inspired in him the trust and love that nothing else can. 

HILL, Susan     The Woman in Black     1 
 
 
Proud and solitary, Eel Marsh House surveys the windswept reaches of the salt marshes beyond Nine 
Lives Causeway. Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is called to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, 
the house's sole inhabitant, unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden behind the shuttered 
windows. It is not until he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a 
creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk 
of the woman in black - and her terrible purpose. 

 

HENNESSEY, Patrick The Junior Officer Reading Club     2 
 
 
 
 
 
A powerful, compelling and unapologetic memoir of a young soldier's life. 



MARGORIAN, Michelle  Goodnight Mister Tom      1 

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the brink of World War II. A sad, 
deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new found 
happiness is shattered by a summons from his mother back in London.  

McEWAN, Ian   The Daydreamer       1 
 
 
 
Peter Fortune is a daydreamer. He's a quiet ten year old who can't help himself from dropping out of 
reality and into the amazing world of his vivid imagination. His daydreams are fantastic and 
fascinating - only in the bizarre and disturbing world of dreams can he swop bodies with the family cat 
and his baby cousin, Kenneth, or wipe out his entire family with vanishing cream. 

LEE, Laurie    Cider with Rosie       2 
  
 
An evocative and nostalgic account of Lee's country childhood in a secluded Cotswold valley. Lee 
describes a vanished rural world of village schools and church outings but also touches on the darker 
side of village life as it comes into contact with murder, rape, suicide and depression.  

MARTEL Yann  Life of Pi         3 
After a colourful and loving upbringing in gorgeously-hued India, the Muslim-Christian-animistic Pi 
sets off for a fresh start in Canada. His blissful voyage is rudely interrupted when his boat is scuppered 
halfway across the Pacific, and he is forced to rough it in a lifeboat with a hyena, a monkey, a 
whingeing zebra and a tiger called Richard. That would be bad enough, but from here on things get 
weirder: the animals start slaughtering each other in a veritable frenzy of allegorical bloodlust, until 
Richard the tiger and Pi are left alone to wander the wastes of ocean, with plenty of time to ponder 
their fate, the cruelty of the gods, the best way to handle storms and the various different recipes for 
oothappam, scrapple and coconut yam kootu.  

LEE, Harper   To kill a mocking bird      2 
 
 
'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.' A 
lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a 
black man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, 
Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the 
Deep South of the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is 
pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice.  

JONES, Lloyd   Mister Pip        3
  

Bougainville. 1991. A small village on a lush tropical island in the South Pacific. Eighty-six days 
have passed since Matilda's last day of school as, quietly, war is encroaching from the other end of 
the island. When the villagers' safe, predictable lives come to a halt, Bougainville's children are 
surprised to find the island's only white man, a recluse, re-opening the school. Pop Eye, aka Mr 
Watts, explains he will introduce the children to Mr Dickens. Matilda and the others think a foreigner 
is coming to the island and prepare a list of much needed items. They are shocked to discover their 
acquaintance with Mr Dickens will be through Mr Watts' inspiring reading of Great Expectations 



SACHAR, Louis   Holes         1 
 
When Stanley Yelnats, accused and found guilty of a crime he did not commit, is sent to Camp 
Greenlake he really doesn't think it can be so bad. Stanley and his family try to pretend that he is just 
going away to camp like the rich kids do, and he promises to write to them every day. But the harsh 
realities of the camp, and the evil Warden with her lizard-venom impregnated fingernails with her own 
reasons for making the boys in her charge dig so many holes, sometimes make dying seem like a great 
idea. When Stanley leaves the camp to go in search of his friend Zero, their journey towards freedom 
becomes a battle with hunger, thirst and heat. 

PULLMAN, Philip   Northern Lights       2 
 
 
"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and 
carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the 
frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will 
have immeasurable consequences far beyond her own world...  
 

PAOLINI, Christopher  Eragon        2 
 
 
 
When Eragon finds a polished stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm 
boy; perhaps it will buy his family meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, 
Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. Overnight his 
simple life is shattered and he is thrust into a perilous new world of destiny, magic and power.  

ORWELL, George   Animal Farm       2
     

 

 

Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and drunken that one day he forgets to feed his livestock. The 
ensuing rebellion under the leadership of the pigs Napoleon and Wellington leads to the animals taking 
over the farm. Vowing to eliminate the terrible inequities of the farmyard, the renamed Animal Farm is 
organized to benefit all who walk on four legs. But as time passes, the ideals of the rebellion are 
corrupted, then forgotten. And something new and unexpected emerges...Animal Farm – the history of a 
revolution that went wrong – is George Orwell’s brilliant satire on the corrupting influence of power. 

 

 

NIX, Garth    Sabriel        1 
 
Sabriel attends a school in Ancelstierre and has recently graduated with runaway firsts in every 
subject. But her particular school has certain extra-curricular activities, like the learning of Magic, 
because of its proximity to the Wall. Over the wall, life is very different and the use of magic is 
commonplace. Then, on the edge of death, Sabriel's father, Abhorson, sends her a cryptic message that 
means she must venture into the Old Kingdom and calm the storm that is brewing there. Her new duty 
is to lay the dead back to rest with the help of seven  bells worn across the chest. She seeks her father's 
slayer in a journey that is hindered by dark magic, monsters and shadowy unsubstantial evils. 

NICHOLSON, William  The Wind Singer       1 
 
 
In the walled city of Aramanth, exams are everything - not only for children, but for whole families. 
When Kestrel Hath dares to rebel, the Chief Examiner humiliates her father and sentences the family 
to the harshest punishment. Desperate to save them, Kestrel discovers that life in Aramanth was once 
different - and if she can find the secret of the Wind Singer, maybe life can change for the better once 
more. So she and her twin brother, Bowman, set out on a terrifying journey - to the true source of the 
evil that grips Aramanth...  



WALKER, Alice    The Color Purple      3 
 
 
 
 
This book tells the story of Celie. Raped by the man she calls father, her two children taken from her 
and forced into an ugly marriage, she has no one to talk to but God, until she meets a woman who 
offers love and support.  

TOLKIEN, J R R  The Fellowship of the Ring      2 
 
 
Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power - the means by which he intends to 
rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring - the ring that rules them all - 
which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a sleepy village in the Shire, young 
Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring 
to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks 
of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

STROUD, Jonathan   The Golem’s Eye      2 
 
 
Two years have passed since the events of The Amulet of Samarkand and the young magician 
Nathaniel is rising fast through the government ranks. But his career is suddenly threatened by a series 
of terrifying crises. A dangerous golem makes random attacks on London and other raids, even more 
threatening, are perpetrated by the Resistance. Nathaniel and Bartimaeus travel to Prague, enemy city 
of ancient magic, but while they are there uproar breaks out at home and Nathaniel returns to find his 
reputation in tatters. 

VONNEGUT, Kurt   Slaughterhouse 5       3 
 
 
 
Prisoner of war, optometrist, time-traveller - these are the life roles of Billy Pilgrim, hero of this 
miraculously moving, bitter and funny story of innocence faced with apocalypse. "Slaughterhouse 5" 
is one of the world's great anti-war books. Centring on the infamous fire-bombing of Dresden in the 
Second World War, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the journey of our own fractured 
lives as we search for meaning in what we are afraid to know.  

Jonathan Harker is travelling to Castle Dracula to see the Transylvanian noble, Count Dracula. He is 
begged by locals not to go there, because on the eve of St George's Day, when the clock strikes 
midnight, all the evil things in the world will come full sway. But business must be done, so Jonathan 
makes his way to the Castle - and then his nightmare begins. His beloved wife Mina and other lost souls 
have fallen under the Count's horrifying spell. Dracula must be destroyed . . . 

STOKER, Bram    Dracula       4 

SIMPSON, Joe   Touching the Void       2 
 
 
 
 
An account of the ascent of the 21,000ft Siula Grande peak in the Peruvian Andes. Joe Simpson and 
his climbing partner, Simon Yates, had achieved the summit before the first disaster struck. What 
happened and how they dealt with the psychological traumas that resulted is the subject of this book.  



WESTALL, Robert    The Machine Gunners        1 
 
'Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of live ammo. And that gun's no peashooter. It'll go 
through a brick wall at a quarter of a mile.' Chas McGill has the second-best collection of war 
souvenirs in Garmouth, and he desperately wants it to be the best. When he stumbles across the 
remains of a German bomber crashed in the woods - its shiny, black machine-gun still intact -  
he grabs his chance. Soon he's masterminding his own war effort with dangerous and unexpected 
results... 

WELLS, H G     The War of the Worlds          3 
  
The night after a shooting star is seen streaking through the sky from Mars, a cylinder is discovered  
on Horsell Common in London. At first, naïve locals approach the cylinder armed just with a white 
flag – only to be quickly killed by an all-destroying heat-ray, as terrifying  invaders emerge. Soon  
the whole of human civilisation is under threat, as powerful Martians build gigantic killing 
machines, destroy all in their path with black gas and burning rays, and feast on the warm blood of 
trapped, still-living human prey. The forces of the Earth, however, may prove harder to beat than 
they at first appear.  

WODEHOUSE, P G          Jeeves and Wooster series    1 
 
 
 
 
In this series you'll not only meet the incomparable valet Jeeves and his hapless charge Bertie 
Wooster, but you'll encounter Totleigh Towers, Sir Watkyn Bassett, Roderick Spode and Gussie 
 Fink-Nottle to name just a few of the inimitable characters that pass in and out of Jeeves' care. 

WALKER, Alice    The Color Purple            3 
 
 
 
 
This book tells the story of Celie. Raped by the man she calls father, her two children taken from her 
and forced into an ugly marriage, she has no one to talk to but God, until she meets a woman who 
offers love and support.  

WATERHOUSE, Keith   Billy Liar       3 
 
A young Englishman named Billy Fisher dreams of escaping from his dull working-class family and 
his dead-end job as an undertaker's assistant. In constant conflict with his parents and with the many 
women with whom he is romantically involved (he is engaged to two), Billy regularly escapes into a 
rich fantasy world. Sometimes he imagines himself to be the powerful dictator of a small country. In 
another fantasy, he wants to become the scriptwriter for a popular comedian on television. 
Unfortunately, he often blurs the line between fantasy and reality, which is exactly the reason that 
everybody calls him 'Billy Liar'.        


